luUrttn  of  ijomr  N tins 

Published  by  the  Junior  League  of  the  Park  Avenue  Synagogue 


Vol.  I.  No.  4  P  U  R  I  M  February  1945 


RABBI  STEINBERG  SPEAKS 
ON  "INDIGNATION" 

This  past  year,  as  always,  Rabbi  Milton 
Steinberg,  delivered  a  sermon  on  Kol 
Nidre  night,  which  his  listeners  found  to 
be  as  impressive  as  the  service  itself.  Un¬ 
fortunately,  limited  space  permits  only  a 
condensed  version  of  this  profound  mes¬ 
sage.  To  quote  from  the  opening  passage, 
"It  consists  in  a  truth  not- especially  repre¬ 
sentative  of  Yom  Kippur,  but  a  truth  that 
nevertheless  most  urgently  needs  to  be 
heard.’ 

The  sermon  was  entitled,  "Indignation 
— A  Lost  Jewish  Virtue.”  Rabbi  Steinberg 
went  on  to  define  the  word  indignation 
as;  "The  resentment  roused  in  us  by  the 
experience  of  that  which  is  not  worthy; 
the  badge  of  man,  one  of  the  most  honor¬ 
able  of  human  traits.” 

A  human  being  if  he  is  going  to  live  at 
all,  let  alone  respect  himself,  cannot  take 
injury  or  insult  passively.  Yet  our  reason 
cannot  always  be  trusted  to  resist  affront 
or  attack.  One  can  always  tell  oneself  that 
it  is  wiser  to  swallow  the  insult  or  ignore 
the  slap  on  the  face.  The  supreme  func¬ 
tion  of  indignation  in  our  lives  then  is  to 
break  the  deadlock  of  the  mind  and  the 
paralysis  of  the  will. 

Now,  Jews  exhibit  all  sorts  of  reactions 
to  anti-Semitism  but  they  are,  however, 
almost  never  indignant  about  it.  You 
know  and  I  know  perfectly  well  that  what 
the  anti-Semite  says  is  false  from  A  to  Z. 
The  anti-Semites  are  the  mentally  sick, 
the  embittered,  the  frustrated,  the  sadists. 
And  if  they  are  not  sick,  then  they  are 
worse,  they  are  unprincipled  and  con¬ 
scienceless  like  Father  Coughlin  and  Joe 
McWilliams. 

And  we  Jews  have  a  right  to  be  indig¬ 
nant.  All  through  history  we  have  been 
a  constructive,  a  humane,. 4  civilizing  force. 
And  that  we  are  as  a  whole  today. 

Self  defense  is  a  law  of  all  living  things, 
recognized  by  morality  and  law  alike.  But 
not  for  us  Jews.  Is  it  not  wiser,  we  ask,  to 
ignore  the  ’incident.’  Perhaps  by  recog¬ 
nizing  it,  we  may  give  it  publicity  and  so 
put  bees  into  otherwise  beeless  bonnets. 


It  has  become  almost  a  standard  belief 
among  Jews  that  resistance  to  anti-Semit¬ 
ism  comes  with  better  grace  and  efficacy 
from  non-Jews  than  from  us.  And  so  in 
any  ’situation’  we  wait  for  Gentiles  to 
step  in.  Most  of  the  Gentiles  who  rally 
to  our  aid  are  pure  idealists.  But  some 
are  our  friends  only  because  it  pays.  And 
we,  you  see,  are  never  quite  sure  which 
is  which.  The  sad  truth  is  that  we  are  in 
danger  of  creating  a  new  and  profitable 
business,  the  business  of  being  a  profes¬ 
sional  friend  of  Jews,  a  merchant  trading 
in  Jewish  fears. 

The  upshot  of  all  this  is — it  is  sickening 
to  confess — that  the  Jews  of  America  are 
taking  anti-Semitism  lying  down  on  the 
ground  when  they  ought  to  be  on  their 
feet,  fighting  back. 

It  is  no  secret  that  anti-Semitism  is  the 
first  attack  upon  America  and  its  democ¬ 
racy.  And  the  Jew  who  takes  it  passively 
is  guilty  of  more  than  submission  to  per¬ 
sonal  indignity.  He  is  morally  guilty  of 
treason  to  our  country  and  to  mankind. 

Nor  am  I  so  naive  as  to  suppose  that 
all  we  need  to  do  to  solve  the  problem  of 
anti-Semitism  is  to  get  indignant. 

First  of  all,  we  need  (and  these  are 
merely  "chapter  headings”)  a  sustained 
campaign  of  education  againt  all  forms  of 
group  prejudice. 

2.  The  encouragement  of  friendships 
and  cooperation  on  a  plane  of  equality 
between  Jews  and  non-Jews  as  individuals 
and  as  organized  bodies. 

3.  The  preservation  and  enlargement  of 
political  democracy. 

4.  The  achievement  of  a  greater  meas¬ 
ure  of  economic  justice  for  all. 

5.  The  establishment  of  codes  of  Fair 
Employment  and  Fair  Social  Practice,  both 
state  and  national,  with  agencies  empow¬ 
ered  to  enforce  them. 

6.  The  promulgation  of  legislation, 
state  and  federal,  which  while  protecting 
legitimate  freedom  of  expression,  would 
make  it  a  crime  to  incite  hatred  against 
a  group  because  of  race,  creed,  or  color. 

7.  The  development  of  increased  unity 
and  coordination  among  Jewish  civic  de¬ 
fense  agencies. 
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JUNIOR  LEAGUE  NEWS 

All  Present  and  Accounted  For 

The  winter  campaign  of  the  Junior 
League  was  planned  at  a  closed  meeting 
at  the  home  of  President  Ethel  Drachsler, 
where  amid  the  pleasant  confusion  of 
frequent  tete-a-tetes,  and  discussions  of 
the  summer’s  doings,  et  al,  the  blue-prints 
for  the  coming  year  were  drawn. 

All  members  present,  enthusiastic  and 
accounted  for ;  the  membership  drive, 
fund-raising,  social  and  cultural  events 
were  all  thoroughly  discussed ;  ideas  for 
our  first  large  social  function  began  to 
take  shape.  Campaign  planned. — Action 
taken — Result : 

The  season  opened  auspiciously  on  Sun¬ 
day  afternoon,  November  5th,  with  an¬ 
other  of  our  Servicemen’s  dances,  "The 
Junior  League  Mixer.”  The  vestry-rooms, 
at  that  time  in  the  process  of  being  re¬ 
painted,  were  transformed  by  a  hard  work¬ 
ing  crew  of  leaguers,  from  a  rather  sticky 
looking  plastering  state,  to  a  veritable 
forest  of  bright  autumnal  colors.  Leaves! 
leaves  everywhere,  and  not  a  one  to  be 
raked ! 

The  clans  gathered;  the  committee  in 
charge  of  such  things  slapped  some  plat¬ 
ters  on  the  Vic  and  the  couples  took  the 
hint.  Such  tripping  of  the  light  fantastic, 
the  jiving,  in  the  groove  stuff  of  B.  Good¬ 
man;  the  bump  a-la-rhumba  a-la-Cugat. 
Soft  lights  and  sweet  music;  they  swang 
and  swayed  to  Sammy  Kaye.  (The  beauty 
of  not  being  confined  to  one  particular 
band!)  (Sour  grapes?)  Punch,  unspiked, 
and  cookies,  served  as  a  pick-me-up  for 
thirsty  souls  and  those  jitter-bugs  in  need 
of  quick  energy.  The  crowd  was  large, 
there  were  more  than  enough  men  to  go 
around.  (Praise  be!)  Needless  to  relate 
everyone  had  a  most  enjoyable  time;  a 
good  many  there  were,  who  stayed  on  so 
late  they  had  to  be  put  out  with  the  lights. 
As  for  finances,  it  seems  the  "take”  was 
a  sizeable  one,  and  one  that  the  Junior 
League  was  proud  to  donate  to  charity. 

One  wintry  night  in  mid  November, 
shortly  before  the  "turkey  season,”  the 
Junior  League  presented  themselves  "en 
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